Clinical characterization of Dobrava hantavirus infections in Germany.
There is increasing evidence that Dobrava (DOBV) but not Hantaan (HTNV) hantavirus is a hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HFRS) causing agent in Central Europe. However, only single clinical cases of HFRS due to acute DOBV infection have been described so far. We report on three male patients from a non-endemic hantavirus focus in Northern Germany who suffered from mild to moderate HFRS strongly resembling nephropathia epidemica. Serotyping by detection of hantavirus species-specific neutralizing antibodies revealed acute infections by the HTNV-related hantavirus DOBV in all three cases. Since DOBV infections in the Balkans frequently present as severe HFRS, our cases suggest that Central-European DOBV infections have a different, less severe clinical outcome. These differences in DOBV virulence towards humans might be due to the existence of different genetic lineages of DOBV.